Bedford Soccer BAYS Referee Primer for Coaches

Key Contacts

BAYS Referee Assignor for Bedford

Bob Goodman is the assignor for BAYS matches in Bedford.
You can contact Bob by email at goodmanreferee@yahoo.com
Please direct your questions, concerns, and feedback to Bob.
The Laws of the Game and the BAYS Rule Book

LOTG: Go to US Soccer at http://www.ussoccer.com/Referees/Laws-of-the-Game.aspx
BAYS Rule Book: Go to the BAYS web site at http://www.bays.org/node/20
Procedures for Each Match Week
Weekly Referee Assignments
· Bob Goodman will send an email to all travel coaches several days prior to each match.  That email will list all scheduled matches to be played in Bedford in the coming week along with the assigned referees for each match.
Note:  If you think you have a home match, but do not see it on Bob’s list, contact Bob immediately to resolve the omission.
· Coaches should then explicitly contact their assigned referee to confirm that assignment (match Day, Time, and Field as well as contact information in case of bad weather or field conditions).  Don’t forget to call the ref!
· Contact Bob Goodman if you have any issues or concerns.
Schedule Changes / Rainouts

Planned Schedule Changes
· If for any reason you need to reschedule a match (i.e. prepone, postpone, etc), be sure to contact Bob Goodman to inform him of the new match logistics.

· Bob is the key to getting the match schedule and assignments correct on the BAYS site.
· Communication is the key!  Referees will not magically appear if you do not keep Bob and your assigned referees in the loop.  Don’t forget to call the ref!


Rainouts and Cancellations
· Don’t forget to call the ref!

· In the case of rainouts or last-second field e referee that was originally assigned to your match is still the referee.  However, you need to re-confirm the availability of that referee by contacting him or her.

· Contact Bob Goodman as soon as you have set the make-up date, time, and location.  Along with that information, alert Bob as to whether you have a (re)confirmed referee or whether you’ll be needing a new assignment.
Pre Match Procedures
Verify Field Availability - Coach
Game-Day Field Change
· Call the players on your team

· Call the coach(es) on the opposing team

· Call your assigned referee.  Don’t forget to call the ref!
Field Closure / Game Cancellation

· Call the players on your team

· Call the coach(es) on the opposing team

· Call your assigned referee.  Don’t forget to call the ref!
Field Preparation – Coach

Corner Markers
· Insert the marker on the OUTSIDE vertex of the intersection of the goal line and touch line.
Goals Anchored

· Referees are instructed not to allow play unless goals are securely anchored

Nets Secured

· Not required, but in everyone’s best interests.
Keep a roll or two of tape in your kit bag for on-the-spot repairs.

Standing Water Cleared and any other Hazards Addressed
· Final determination of field playability is made by the Referee.
As coaches, do all that you possibly can to make this an easy determination.

Field Inspection – Referee

Rosters and Pass Cards – Coach

Rosters

· Coach must provide the Referee with two (2) copies of the official roster

· Players not listed on the roster may not play in the match, no exceptions

Passcards

· One coach is required to provide the Referee with a valid US Youth Soccer (i.e. BAYS) Coaching Passcard

· It is in the referees discretion to require that all non-players on the bench have a valid Passcard. 
Player Inspection – Referee

Mandatory Equipment

· Shoes

· Shinguards

· Socks that entirely cover the Shinguards

· Shorts

· Shirt (with sleeves) – Tucked In

Prohibited Equipment

· Casts and/or Hard Splints – No exceptions, even if padded (BAYS)

· Othopedic Braces with exposed or uncapped metal parts (BAYS)

· Jewelry (FIFA / US Soccer)

All items of jewelry (necklaces, rings, bracelets, earrings, leather bands, rubber bands etc.) are strictly forbidden and must be removed.  Using tape to cover jewelry is not acceptable.

The only exceptions are medicalert bracelets and religious items specifically required by the wearer’s religion.  And even for these, the referee determines whether (or not) the item meets the safety standard of Law 4.
· Anything else deemed to be a safety hazard by the Referee

Number of Players

	Age
	Format
	# Players to Start a Match
	# Players to Continue a Match

	U9-U10
	6v6
	5
	4

	U11-U12
	8v8
	6
	5

	U13-U16
	11v11
	8
	7

	U17-
	11v11
	7
	7


Ball – Coach
The home team is responsible for supplying a properly inflated regulation match ball.

· U9-U12 (6v6 and 8v8) use a properly inflated Size 4 Ball

· U13 and older (11v11) use a properly inflated Size 5 Ball

Zero Tolerance

The basic rule is that persons responsible for a team and spectators will not address the referee at all during the play of the game.

Failure to support the referees, especially by the person(s) responsible for the team, undermines the authority of the referee, sets a bad example for everyone else, especially the players, and can rapidly lead into a hostile, negative game environment which is entirely inconsistent with the sportsmanship goals BAYS is trying to promote. 

Persons Responsible for a Team (i.e. Coaches)
With the exceptions of responding to a communication initiated by the referee, making a substitution, or pointing out an emergency safety issue, during the play of the game the persons responsible for the team should not say anything to the referee, nor should they do anything which in any way conveys any criticism of the referee. Coaches may ask questions before the start of the game.  Coaches may not approach the referee at half time or at the end of the game.  Coaches who have concerns about a referee's officiating may express those concerns orally or in writing to the referee assignor and/or the BAYS Referees Representative.  They may not express those concerns directly to the referee. 

BAYS recommends that the referee deal with infractions of this rule in the following manner:

As to the first infraction, the referee should determine if the conduct involves serious misconduct under the ordinary FIFA rules. If it does, a caution (optionally showing a yellow card) or a dismissal (optionally showing a red card) should be awarded, depending on the nature of the conduct. (For example, a threat of bodily harm or an obscenity directed at the referee should result in a dismissal. A prolonged, significant outburst of dissent should result in a caution.)

On the other hand, the first instance of a short, reasonably low-keyed referee criticism by a person responsible for the team should be ignored.  The second instance should result in a warning, the third in a caution, and the fourth in an ejection.  In giving the warning, the referee should make clear the next instance of dissent of any sort will result in a caution.  Similarly, after a caution, the referee should make clear that the next instance of dissent of any kind will result in an ejection.
Spectators:

Unless responding to a communication initiated by the referee or pointing out an emergency safety issue, spectators should not say anything to the referee, nor should they do anything which in any way conveys any criticism of the referee.

BAYS recommends that referees handle spectator issues as follows:

· First Infraction – Stop the match and ask the person responsible for the team to quiet the offending spectator.

· Second Infraction - Stop the match and ask the person responsible for the team to warn the spectator that the next infraction will result in the spectator leaving the match; otherwise the referee will abandon the match and file a report with Bedford Soccer and with BAYS.  BAYS will generally impose a forfeit on the team with which the spectator is affiliated.

· Third Infraction – Stop the match and instruct the person responsible for the team to direct the spectator to leave the field.  If the spectator does not leave, the referee should abandon the match.

Other BAYS-Specific Rules

Substitution / Injuries

Unlimited substitutions can be made with the referee's consent prior to a throw-in, on a goal kick, after a goal, and at half time. Both teams may substitute prior to goal kicks, after a goal and at half time. As to throw-ins, however, only the team in possession has the initial option of so substituting, but if it does, the other team may also substitute as well. If the game is stopped to allow a substitution for an injured player, the other team may also substitute, on a one-for-one basis. No substitution is allowed prior to a corner kick. Note: No substitution can be made without the referee's consent.
Duration of the Game

U-19 and U-18 play 45-minute halves.

U-16 play 40-minute halves.

U-14 play 35-minute halves.

U-12 and younger play 30-minute halves.
Cautioned Players Must Leave the Field Immediately

A substitute may enter with the referee’s consent.

If the cautioned player’s team has no substitutes, then his/her team will play short-handed until its next substitution opportunity.
Special Rules for 6v6 Matches

1. There will be NO OFFSIDE in 6-v-6 play.

2. Goal kicks shall be taken from within six (6) yards of the goal line.

3. Indirect kicks awarded to the attacking team within the penalty area will be placed at the spot of the infraction, but no closer than six (6)yards from the goal / goal line. 

4. On goal kicks, or on goalkeeper saves followed by a throw-out, punt, or drop kick, the ball must touch the ground or be touched by any player in the defensive half of the field. Infringement of this rule will result in a turnover of the ball to the other team. Play shall restart with an indirect kick at the midfield line nearest the point of contact. 

5. Penalty kicks will be taken from a point eight (8) yards directly in front of the midpoint of the goal. All other players must stand beyond the midfield line.

Post Match Procedures

Referee Pay Sheet

It is the responsibility of the referees to obtain the signature of a home coach for games refereed in Bedford.  Referees are paid at the end of the season based on a completed, signed pay sheet.  Please expect that all referees in the fall will request your signature before or after the match.  In the spring, this signature is only required for assistant referees of U-14 and U-12 matches.  All other referee payments are managed through BAYS in the spring season.
Reporting Scores

After your match each week, please contact your BAYS Section Captain to report the score of your match.  You should report scores for all matches to the Section Captain regardless of whether your opponent has reported the score already or plans to do so later.

Referee Evaluation / Feedback Form

After each match played in Bedford, please, please, please fill out a referee evaluation form and send it to Bob Goodman at goodmanreferee@yahoo.com.  Bob will send a feedback form template to all coaches prior to the season.  If you don’t want to fill out the form, then please, please, please send an email to Bob with feedback for the referee.

Having exercised Zero Tolerance fully and completely during and after your match, you should express any concerns, observations, and/or suggestions for the referee in your feedback *to Bob*.  Bob utilizes your feedback to work with Bedford’s referees, either directly himself or through other senior Bedford referees, to mentor and hopefully improve their performance on an ongoing basis.

Just as your young players are developing through their practice and match play, referees develop their skills through training, match experience, and the feedback they are constructively provided from their match performance.

Coaches’ feedback as well as feedback from senior referee mentors is an important factor for Bob to determine referee assignments, especially to upper division and older age group matches.
Rules Myths Busted

Handling (a foul) v. “Handball” (something people like to yell)

When a soccer ball strikes a player’s hand or arm, people the world over seem to like to yell “Handball!” usually with the expectation that the referee will always blow the whistle and award a direct free kick (or a penalty kick) to the other team.   However, there is no such thing as “Handball” in the Laws of the Game.  There is a direct free kick foul for deliberate handling.  A handling foul is a judgment call by the referee that a player has deliberately made contact with the ball with the hand or arm – the player’s hand or arm has played the ball, not vice versa.  In youth soccer, 90% of ball to hand/arm contact is *NOT* deliberate, i.e. is *NOT* a foul.
Free Kick Restarts and “Make them ask for 10 Yards”

For all free kicks the defending team must get and remain at least 10 yards from the ball until it is kicked. The exceptions are (1) if the attacking team decides to "quick" kick before the defenders can position themselves; or (2) if there is an indirect free kick given to the attacking team in the penalty area with the ball placed less than 10 yards from the goal line, the defenders may stand on the goal line, between the goal posts.

The defending team is obligated to retreat the 10 yards.  Attempts to delay the restart by forcing the attacking team to “ask for 10 yards” is a cautionable offense.
Offside (correct) v. Offsides (something that happens in hockey)

Please read the Laws of the Game for all the details behind the Offside rules for soccer.

Just know that the rule is “Offside”….

Yelling “Offsides” at the top of your lungs is both a Zero Tolerance violation and an indication to the referee, players, other coaches, and spectators that you might not know what you’re talking about.  (
